Asemic Writing

Asemic writing is an impression or abstraction of conventional
writing, Asemic texts may have no meaning, infinite meanings, or
meaning that may evolve over time. Because it retains physical
characteristics of writing but is conventionally unreadable, the

reader often hovers in a state between reading and 1ooking.

Because of the open nature of asemic works, asemic writing may
be read and interpreted in a similar fashion regardless of the
reader’s native language. But even when a work is deemed devoid
of meaning, it can still be appreciated for its formal beauty and

POWCI‘ to emote.



How I Found Asemic Writing

My first exposure to asemic writing was when I saw an exhibit
of Mirtha Dermisache’s work at the Tate Modern in 2019.
She used her unreadable writing in the 1970s as a way of
resisting state censorship in Argentina through illegibility. I
was captivated by the idea that unreadable characters and
words could convey a range of emotions, not dissimilar from
written language. But it wasn't until 2023 that I rediscovered
Mirtha’s work and decided to explore this form of writing.

I’s been quite intriguing.
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